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Michał B oym 
(1612–59) 



Michał Boym  
was a Polish Jesuit,  

a member  
of an all-male order  

of clerics founded  
by Ignatius of Loyola 

(1491–1556)

 Ignatius of Loyola



In 1643 the order granted 
Michał Boym 
permission to leave 
on a mission  
to China.  
A year later he arrived 
in southern China 
and began his work 
on the tropical island 
of Hainan 



During his stay in China, 
Michał Boym acted 
as an advisor at the 
court of the last 
emperor of the Ming 
dynasty (1368–1644), 
the last national 
dynasty that ruled 
China. It was during 
this time that what is 
known today as the 
Great Wall of China 
was reconstructed 
and built of brick  
and stone



  
Yongli (1623–62),  

the emperor in whose 
court Michał Boym 
was active, converted 
to Catholicism  
with his family  
and the entire 
imperial court 

Chengzu 
Emperor of the Ming 
dynasty



UNESCO recognised  
the Great Wall  
of China as  
a World Heritage  
Site in 1987,  
and on 7 July 2007  
it was announced  
as one of the  
New 7 Wonders  
of the World



Michał Boym was sent 
to the Apostolic See 
to ask the Pope and 
European monarchs 
for military assistance 
for the Imperial 
armies’ fight against 
the Manchus



Boym is the first European 
to have taken an 
interest in Chinese 
culture, and shared 
extensive information 
about Chinese 
science, philosophy, 
and language



The observations he 
made while travelling 
through China 
inspired many  
of Boym’s written 
works 

The Porcelain Tower  
of Nanjing.  
Constructed  
in the 15th century  
of white porcelain 
bricks. 



Flora sinensis,  
a complex description 
of the Chinese flora 
(and fauna) published 
in Vienna in 1656,  
is Michał Boym’s 
best-known work 



Flora sinensis
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Boym’s Specimen 
medicinae Sinicae 
describes Chinese 
medicine, including 
acupuncture  
and diagnostics based 
on the measurement 
of the pulse 



Specimen medicinae Sinicae 



Specimen medicinae Sinicae 



The Polish Jesuit also 
drafted a complete 
collection of maps 
of China, which 
are currently in the 
collection of the 
Vatican Library  
in Rome 

Jesuit map of China.
The map gives extensive details 
regarding China’s provinces, 
major cities, families, colleges, 
temples, churches and Missions. 
The ending note discusses  
the Jesuit activities during  
the 17th Century




