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MicHAEL Boym
(1612-59)
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MicHAL Boym
was a Polish Jesuit,
of an all-male order

T

of clerics founded

(1491-1556)

by Ignatius of Loyola
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Ignatius of Loyola



In 1643 the order granted
Michal Boym
permission to leave
on a mission
to China.

A year later he arrived
in southern China
and began his work
on the tropical island
of HAINAN
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During his stay in China,
Michal Boym acted
as an advisor at the
court of the last
emperor of the Ming
dynasty (1368-1644),
the last national
dynasty that ruled
China. It was during
this time that what is
known today as the
Great Wall of China
was reconstructed
and built of brick
and stone
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YonNGLI (1623-62),
the emperor in whose
court Michal Boym
was active, converted
to Catholicism

with his family
and the entire
imperial court

Chengzu
Emperor of the Ming
dynasty




UNESCO recognised
the Great Wall
of China as
a World Heritage
Site in 1987,
and on 7 July 2007
it was announced
as one of the
New 7 Wonders
of the World




MicuAtr Boym was sent
to the Apostolic See
to ask the Pope and
European monarchs
for military assistance
for the Imperial
armies’ fight against
the Manchus




BovyM is the first European
to have taken an
interest in Chinese
culture, and shared
extensive information
about Chinese
science, philosophy,
and language




The observations he
made while travelling
through China
inspired many
of Boym’s written
works
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The Porcelain Tower
of Nanjing.
Constructed

in the 15th century
of white porcelain
bricks.



FLORA SINENSIS,
a complex description
of the Chinese flora
(and fauna) published
in Vienna in 1656,
is Michal Boym’s
best-known work
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Flora sinensis

A1ns Regm -

Mas ):\é\. Fﬁd

Gallina {yﬁw r1is

7Y/




Flora sinensis
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Boym’s SPECIMEN
MEDICINAE SINICAE
describes Chinese
medicine, including
acupuncture
and diagnostics based
on the measurement

of the pulse
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EXPLANATIONE PULSUUM

REGUL A

DISCURSUUM VERORUM,

Liber Primus.

Regnante in Occidente Familia Cyn, Authore &
Commentatore Vam X6 Ho.

Pulfuum explorandorum Regula.

@ Upis conjicere perfecte morbos, vitam & mortem,
%4/ oportet fingillatim pul{uum habere intelligentiam. In fini-

 (tra diftingues cordis & hepatis rationem; In dextra exa-
J minabis (tomachi & pulmonum naturam: Ifta habent in
A NGAREZ A4 manibus primum locum Ty feu arriculi; hac habent fe-
[\ gt A cundum locum Qnoan {eu limitis in manibus; vefica & por-
ta vite {unt in 11tr1'usque§anus cubit tertio loco dicto Che, Diftinctis fimul
omnibus in hac & illa manu tribus locis, quinquelmembrorum facilé eft re-
cordart; fed feptem exploratorum pulfuum novem temporaria indicia difh-

~ cillimum eft clar¢ intelligere, Per diem & nockem infequitur unus alium cir-

cuitus commotorum {pirituum & fanguinis; necefle etiam eft habere eorum
circuituum determinatum numerum ; Mas & feemina, procerus & brevis,ma-
gnus & parvus finguli habent difterentem corporis figuram. Rurfum haben-
tur modi annuarum in aére mutationum non iidem. Necelle eft {cire ver,
zftatem, autumnum, hyemem, & ftatuere convenientes illis temporibus lu-
nas, videlicet primam & fecundam in anno lunari, verno tempori & arborum
tlemento, quod dominatur hepati, Pulfus, qui indicant conftitutionem illius
canuralem, eft extenfw chordz fimilis & longus,qua ambo fimul {e comitan-

tuc.



Specimen medicinae Sinicae




Specimen medicinae Sinicae
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The Polish Jesuit also
drafted a complete TAR{TARIE 0CCID.
collection of maps
of China, which q

are currently in the
collection of the
Vatican Library

in Rome

]

IAPON

R G, O
Futched#n
M&&lu M E

i Wi
Guuchen #dm-d.-" e,

é’o UANQN

.ﬁJ’mJo

Jesuit map of China.

The map gives extensive details
regarding China’s provinces,
major cities, families, colleges,
temples, churches and Missions.
The ending note discusses

the Jesuit activities during

the 17th Century
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